CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

The Altar Society of the Blessed Sacrament Parish

Poth, Texas

January 1983 (reprinted July 2007)

ARTICLE 1: NAME
The name of this organization shall be: “The Altar Society of Blessed Sacrament Parish, Poth, Texas.”

ARTICLE 2: PURPOSE

1. To sanctify its members by cultivating an ardent devotion, reverence, and love towards Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.

2. To provide for the upkeep of the Sanctuary and sacristy of our church, in particular to pay for altar linens, wine and hosts.

3. To decorate the altars and maintain the linens.

4. To help and assist the Pastor in spiritual and material undertakings for the welfare of the Parish.

5. To serve as the agency through which the women of the Parish shall participate in the Archdiocean and Deanery activities of the Council of Catholic Women.

ARTICLE 3: AMENDMENTS
This constitution may be amended at any regular meeting by a 2/3 vote, provided the proposed amendment has been approved by the Pastor and the officers.

ARTICLE 4: MEMBERSHIP
1. Every Catholic lady of the parish is eligible for membership in the Altar Society.  Only Practical Catholics can serve as officers in the Society.

2. Loss of membership:  A member automatically forfeits her membership in the Society when:

a. She moves away from the Parish and resigns.

b. She is delinquent in dues for a period of (1) one year.

ARTICLE 5: SPIRITUAL BENEFITS

1. Holy Mass shall be offered on the First Friday of each month for all living and deceased members of the Society.

2. On the occasion of the death of a member, a special Mass shall be requested by the President and a Rosary led by the President shall be recited by members. 

BY-LAWS

ARTICLE 1: OFFICERS
1. The Officers of this Organization shall be:

President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

The Pastor

2. The term of office shall be (2) two years.

ARTICLE 2: ELECTION OF OFFICERS
The election of officers shall take place at the regular meeting in November.  Official installation of the newly elected officers shall take place at the Christmas Party meeting in December.

ARTICLE 3: MEETINGS
1. The Society will hold its regular meetings, the second Thursday in February, April, September and November at 7:00 p.m. at the Parish Hall.  The Christmas Party is held on the second Thursday in December.

2. A Special Meeting may be called at any time by the President, when circumstances warrant it.

3. Five (5) members and three (3) officers shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

ARTICLE 4: HOLY COMMUNION
The Society members should try to receive Holy Communion the first Friday of each month and are encouraged to attend adoration.

ARTICLE 5: DUES

1. All members pay $10.00 a year

2. Dues should be paid in the January envelopes that are provided for you in your Church Support envelope package.  Please make sure your name is on the envelope so that the Treasurer can credit your account properly.

3. If dues are not paid by March 31, a delinquent notice will be sent.

4. A reminder shall be placed in the bulletin.

5. To be delinquent in dues for one year constitutes grounds for automatic cancellation of membership.

6. If a past member wants to rejoin after cancellation, she must pay the current years’ dues.

ARTICLES 6: COMMITTEES

1. There shall be such standing and special committees, approved by the officers and Pastor, as are required for the proper functioning of the Society and the accomplishment of its objects.

2. Chairmen of standing and special committees shall be appointed by the President with the approval of the officers and the Pastor.

3. Committee Chairmen are to report at each business meeting and if unable to be at the meeting, their reports are to be turned in to the Secretary the day before the meeting.  This is important in order to keep the minutes to date.

4. Special Committees:

a. It shall consist of any given number appointed by the President.

b. It shall be the duty of this committee to initiate and conclude the business assigned to it, in a way and at the time indicated by the President.

c. When the object of this committee has been fulfilled, its functions shall cease.

ARTICLE 7: DUTIES OF OFFICERS


PRESIDENT:

1. It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all regular and special meetings.  She is an ex-officio member of all committees.

2. She shall set up a special committee as the occasion demands to accomplish determined objectives.

3. To act as the official Spokeswomen for all the ladies of the Parish in all Archdioceasan and Deanery activities of the Council of Catholic Women.

4. To seek to enlist new members for the Society from the new families that move into the Parish.

5. To keep the members informed of any sick members so that they may be visited.

6. On occasion of members’ death to request a Mass and recite a rosary with all the members for repose of the deceased soul.

VICE-PRESIDENT

To undertake all the above duties in the absence of the President and to assist her in fulfilling them.

SECRETARY

1. To record the minutes of each meeting and to read them at the succeeding meeting.

2. To see that forthcoming meetings are published in the bulletin by informing the Pastor in advance.

3. To forward the officers names and addresses to the Deanery Council President.

TREASURER

1. To keep a record of all financial transactions of the Society.

2. To collect all dues and keep a record of the same.

3. To pay all bills that have been approved by a quorum.

ARTICLE 8: ORDER OF BUSINESS AT MEETINGS
1. Call to order by President or Vice-President

2. Opening prayer

3. Reading if minutes by Secretary

4. Treasurer’s report

5. Reports of committees

6. Old Business

7. New Business

8. Pastor’s comments

9. Closing prayer

Members should be brief in their comments so that the meeting will not be unduly prolonged.  Regular meetings should not last more than one hour.
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