INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 19th THRU DECEMBER 25th,  2011
MONDAY                       6:30PM       Safe Family Travel, Special Intention; 
                                                          ( Leon Jr, Leon Sr, Wilfred Pruski; RAIN                                                         
TUESDAY                      6:30PM    ( John & Pearl Kroll and Tommy; RAIN        
WEDNESDAY                6:30PM    ( Henry Sr, Dennis, Mark, & Carol Felux; 
                                                          ( Henry Sekula, M/M John Maha, M/M Ben Sekula; RAIN
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THURSDAY                     -------                NO MASS       
FRIDAY   
    7:00AM     ( Henry Sr and Mary Wiatrek; RAIN 
SATURDAY       
    6:00PM      Christmas Eve ( Joe Valverde & Elvira Griego; RAIN 
SUNDAY                     12:00AM     Midnight Mass ( Susie, Benedict, Alene and James Pawelek

                                        9:30AM     Christmas Mass ( Kathleen Pawelek;  Parish Family; RAIN
CONFESSIONS: Before Masses                                                                                                               
MARRIAGE: Contact Pastor at least 6 months ahead for preparation and a date. 

     

BAPTISM: Contact Pastor for Pre-Baptismal class and to set a date. 


INTERESTED IN THE CATHOLIC FAITH?  Contact Father or Michael Velasquez 484-1107.

( VICTIM ASSISTANCE & SAFE ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR:  Steve Martinez 210-734-7786

ALTAR FLOWER COORDINATOR:  Linda Moczygemba-484-2351

WEBSITE:  www.blessedsacramentpoth.org 
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Dates           Lector                       Eucharistic            Greeters                            Altar                       

 Times         Commentator           Ministers               Ushers                           Servers                                                             
12/24              Dawn Dylla                  Alan Crosby               Drew Dylla                    All present
 6:00pm          Devon Dylla                 Lupe Ruiz                  Patrick Hosek                      at Mass     
12/25              Tiffany Jansky              Mary Baumann          Lawrence Jansky           All present                

 12:00am        Marilyn Millikin                                              Steve Kotara                       at Mass       
12/25              Cody Soto                    Janice Green               Albert Keller                 All present                 
 9:30am          Gerri Garza                                                      Alvino Castellano              at Mass  
   ***If unavailable to serve, it is very important you find a replacement. Thank you.***
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This week’s Sunday Collection: $ 4407.27; 
Needy: $ 5.00; Retired Men and Women Religious: $ 1178.33 
Immaculate Conception: $ 801.00; Christmas Flowers: $ 251.00 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY-No practice this Sunday. The children will be performing the Christmas Play on Christmas Eve at the 6:00pm Mass.
DECORATING THE CHURCH:  The Altar Society will be decorating the church for Christmas this Sunday, December 18th at 2:00pm.  All help is greatly appreciated. 

FAITH FORMATION:  Classes will resume January 4th.  We hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

SPECIAL THANKS: Thank you to Rita Olenick, Marilyn Millikin, Margie Arnold, & Catherine Repka.  These ladies altered 20 collars for our girl altar servers. 
SECOND COLLECTION DURING CHRISTMAS MASSES will be for the Assumption Seminary.
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NURSING HOME PATIENTS:  The Altar Society will be collection donations for Nursing Home patients through this Sunday, December 18th. 
MIDNIGHT MASS: Make plans to arrive at church early to hear our choir sing beautiful Christmas carols.  The choir will begin singing at 11:30pm. 
PLEASE NOTE:  The rectory will be open Monday thru Wednesday but closed Thursday and Friday for Christmas.  Wishing you and your family a very Merry Christmas. 
HUNTERS MASS SCHEDULE-Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary:  December 18th and January 8th.  NO 8:00pm MASS on Christmas Day & New Year’s Day. 
OFFERTORY ENVELOPES:  If you have not already done so, please pick up your offertory envelopes as soon as possible to clear the entrance of the church as we prepare for the Christmas season.  Please DO NOT use tape or stickers on the envelopes, just moistening the tab seals it good enough. Thank you. 

2012 CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
January 8, 2012-CDA meeting after 1st Mass and JCDA Organizational Meeting at 10:30 a.m.*
March 24, 2012-Style Show-we will decorate the Hall on March 23, 2012
May 19, 2012-CDA Mass for Living and Deceased CDA Members
June 2, 2012 @10:00 a.m. District Officer Installation Mass with Reception to follow in the parish Hall
October 6, 2012-Mass in Observance of CDA Day
November 14, 2012-Mass for Deceased Members with Memorial Service to follow.  
                  *If a JCDA Court is instituted the Mass will be scheduled for March 4, 2012.
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We will have our annual Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 18th.  Students who wish to participate need to arrive at the Faith Formation building at 4:30.  Caroling will begin at 5:00.  We will drive around Poth from 5 – 7pm.  So everybody open your doors, come outside and hear the wonderful voices of our youth!  And Santa might even be with us!

Also need volunteers to help decorate the trailers on Saturday, December 17th.   We will begin decorating at 2:00pm.
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING, THEY ARE IN NEED OF OUR IMMEDIATE PRAYERS.

LET US PRAY: May the Lord of Love and Mercy send the grace of healing and consolation upon all our sick in the Parish and in our community, especially: Julia Schneider (12/1) Josie Swientek (11/8), Agnes Dugi (11/8), Tommy Chilek (10/5), Nick Mutz (9/26), Stephen DeHoyes (9/23,) Annita Raabe (9/2), Julian Mattes (8/10), Ed Ramey, Elvira Silva (6/2), Jerome Flieller (04/28),  Alvin Sekula (8/17),   Kyle Wiatrek .  May He bless all who are in need of strength. For this, we pray to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer. Please call the rectory to add or remove someone from our list.

ATTENTION SENIORS:  Graduating Seniors who are related to a living Catholic Daughter member or who are Junior Catholic Daughter Members are eligible to apply for the Memorial Scholarship from The Texas State Court of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas.  At least one-$1,000 scholarship will be awarded with additional scholarships awarded if the funds are available.  Applications must be post-marked by January 31, 2012.  Scholarship applications will be available at the Faith Formation Office or by contacting Gerri Garza at 830-484-2260 or 830-200-9854.  

CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTIONS:  To your enemy, FORGIVENESS. To your opponent, TOLERANCE. To your friend, YOUR HEART. To every child, A GOOD EXAMPLE. To yourself, RESPECT.
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2012 CALENDARS ARE HERE! The calendars for 2012 are in the entrance of the church.  Every family is entitled to one calendar.  Listed below are the names of the businesses that have provided these calendars.  Please thake time to thank them and continue to support our local businesses.

Wiatrek’s Meat Market

Felux Metal Works & Supply

John Lipscomb Plumbing

Joe B Wiatrek & Kenneth Wiatrek

Farmer’s Gin Co of Poth

Kolodziej’s Produce

Circle G Restaurant

L. Jansky Service Center 
REFLECTIONS-Fourth Sunday of Advent: In today’s reading from Second Samuel, David’s plan to build a house for the Lord is rejected by God.  Instead God promises to “build” a house (dynasty) for David.  There was nothing “wrong” about David’s desire – like us, he wanted to do something special for the Lord.  However, the Lord reminds David and us, that He does not require us to do things “for Him.” The Lord asks that we be open to receive what He chooses to give to us.  Our gratitude for God’s gifts is shown through our treatment of others by our care and concern for the needs of those around us.  Are you open to receiving God’s gifts? How does your gratitude get expressed in the way you treat others?
The Lord’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. –Psalm 24:1 


.
Let us Pray for those in active duty Military: Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need.  I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen. Josh Grimes, Scott Kotowski, Brian Kotowski, Noah Astolfo,  Matthew R. Zuniga, Sabrina Richardson Bateman, Taylor Stringer, Matthew, Derek, Tiffany, & Brittany Raabe, Alonzo Garcia, Preston Matheaus, Lian Pruski, Gregory Jarzombek, Nancy Chapa, Lucas Trinidad, Willie Fluitt, Payton Pawelek, Timothy Pena, Michael A. Griego,  Tony Garcia, John Jacob Gaona, Frank Rotter, Steven D Felux, Jessica Castillo, Derek Kotara, Scott Lopez, Samuel E. Garcia, Wilfred Chapa, Anthony Rodriguez, Dustin Sieger,  Patrick Soule,  Henry Idar, Zachary Williams,  Pamela Honeycut,  John Daniel Arevalos,  Juan Padilla Jr.,  Russell Moore,  Dale Arnold,  Anthony Blackburn.
A PRAYER FOR RAIN: Almighty God, we are in need of rain.  We realize now, looking up into the clear, blue sky above, what a marvel even the least drop of rain really is.  To think that so much water can fall out of the sky, which now is empty and clear. We place our trust in You.  We are sure that You know our needs, but You want us to ask You anyway, to show You that we know we are dependent on You.  Look on our dry hills and fields, Dear God, And bless them with the living blessing soft rain.  Then the land will rejoice and the rivers will sing Your praises, and the hearts of men will be made glad. AMEN.   
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

We are approaching the darkest, longest night of the year. For centuries, people in the Northern Hemisphere have kindled fires against the dying of the light, turning away the dark of the winter solstice, and leading the imagination to hope and new beginnings. It is thus easy to understand why these solstice celebrations of non-Christian Europe attracted the annual remembrance of the birth of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World.


In time the solstice migrated away from December 25, but the Christmas feast remained in place. From this day, a whole season of celebration developed, stretching from Advent through the days of Christmas, and even beyond to the February 2 blessing of the candles, and beyond that to March 25, the Annunciation, nine months before the next Christmas. Centuries ago, this was New Year’s Day, and many reasoned that it was the date of Adam and Eve’s fall, and the date of the Crucifixion. The message is clear: don’t let your Christmas be over too soon. Keep the lights blazing into January, and savor the meaning of the feast!

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES


Sunday:	Fourth Sunday of Advent


Wednesday: St. Peter Canisius


Friday:	St. John of Kanty


Saturday: The Vigil of Christmas








READINGS FOR THE WEEK


Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25


Tuesday: Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38


Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Lk 1:39-45


Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56


Friday:	Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66


Saturday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Lk 1:67-79


Sunday:	Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25] 


	Midnight: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14


	Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20


	Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18[1-5, 9-14]























