INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 5th THRU DECEMBER 11th,  2011
MONDAY                       6:30PM    ( Henry & Barbara Korzekwa;  
                                                          ( Clemons Jr, Agatha Christa, Wallace Petronella, Conrad & Martha Mutz;                

                                                              RAIN                                                         
TUESDAY                      6:30PM    ( John Pruski Jr; RAIN        
WEDNESDAY               6:30PM     ( Josh Keller, John & Magdalen Suchy; Dorothy Cook; RAIN
THURSDAY                  8:00AM     ( Edmund & Begina Kotzur; RAIN        Holy Day of Obligation     
FRIDAY   
    7:00AM     ( Leroy & Geri Gorzell; RAIN 
SATURDAY       
    5:30PM      ( Sammy Morales, Teresita Trevino, Barbara & Emil Laskowski; RAIN 
SUNDAY                       7:30AM     ( Mary & Roman Felux & Family; RAIN 
                                        9:30AM         Parish Family; RAIN
ESPAÑOL MASS       11:00AM      ( Duran, Trevino, Razo, Segura, Ponse, & Special Intention; RAIN
CONFESSIONS: Before Masses                                                                                                               
MARRIAGE: Contact Pastor at least 6 months ahead for preparation and a date. 

     

BAPTISM: Contact Pastor for Pre-Baptismal class and to set a date.


INTERESTED IN THE CATHOLIC FAITH?  Contact Father or Michael Velasquez 484-1107.

( VICTIM ASSISTANCE & SAFE ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR:  Steve Martinez 210-734-7786
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ALTAR FLOWER COORDINATOR:  Linda Moczygemba-484-2351

WEBSITE:  www.blessedsacramentpoth.org 
Dates          Lector                       Eucharistic            Greeters                            Altar                       

 Times         Commentator           Ministers               Ushers                           Servers                                                             
12/7                Students                       Alan Crosby                Students                          All present
 6:30pm          Students                                                           Students                              at Mass        
12/10              Gladys Billimek          Alan Crosby                Paul Hosek                     All present
 5:30pm          Cameron Labus                                               Chris Kotara                        at Mass     
12/11              Patrick Moczygemba   Alan Crosby               Rodney Kotara               All present                

 7:30am          Rhiannon Nelson                                             Bryan Orth                          at Mass      
12/11              JoAnn Cantu                 Alan Crosby              Wally Cantu                   All present                 
 9:30am          Cody Soto                                                        Curt Raabe                          at Mass  
This week’s Sunday Collection: $ 430425; Thanksgiving: $ 535.00 
John the Baptist’s call to repentance is echoed in the U.S. bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship: “Christians must beg God for the grace of conversion: the grace to know who they are, to whom they belong, how they are to live – the grace to repent and change and grow, the grace to become good disciples and stewards.” 
ATTENTION PARENTS: Due to the Holy Day of obligation, there will not be class this Wednesday.  All Students are REQUIRED to attend Mass Wednesday at 6:30pm to fulfill their obligation.

DECEMBER 8TH-HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION: On December 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX officially declared the Immaculate Conception a dogma of the Church, which means that all Christians are bound to accept it as true. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO  Claire, Preston, Hayden, Dakota, Jordan, Connor, Madison, Riley, Carter, Dathan, McKenna, Caleb, Charles, Marissa and Raquel for a job well done.  These students helped prepare our church for the new liturgical year. Thanks to the adults that came to help as well.  
DECORATING THE CHURCH:  The Altar Society will be decorating the church for Christmas on Sunday, December 18th at 2:00pm.  All help is greatly appreciated. 

ADVENT CONFESSION:  Father Gregory and two or more other priests will be listening to confessions on Tuesday, December 20th at 7:00pm. 
THIS WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION  is for the needy in our community.

ALTAR SOCIETY NEWS
The Altar Society will be holding their annual Christmas Party on Thursday, December 8th at 6:30 PM.

All members are asked to bring 2 dozen cookies for the shut ins and nursing home.  Cookies may be dropped off

at the Parish Hall before the meeting.   Hostesses for this meeting will be Anita Castellano, Margie Crosby, Mary Ann Coldewey, Dolores Cruz, Sarah Dallmeyer, Grace Dugi, Dolores Dziuk and Gladys Dziuk.

The Altar Society will also place a basket for items donated for the Nursing Home patients.  Items requested are tissue, socks, slippers, hard candy, perfume soaps, body wash, shampoo, conditioners, hair clips, bandanas, bar soap, pump body sprays, costume jewelry and nail polish.  They kindly request that we DO NOT send any powder, candles, alcohol mouthwash, razors and any aerosols.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY-FIRST PRACTICE IS THIS SUNDAY!
The children of our Parish will once again be performing the Christmas Play on Christmas Eve at the 6:00pm Mass.  Children ages 3years to 5th grade are invited to participate.  We need children to be animals, angels, shepherds, Wise men, Joseph, Mary, Angel Gabriel and Narrators.  All costumes are provided for the participants.  Any child wanting to be a part of this, needs to plan to attend practices on Sunday, December 4th after 2nd Mass, Sunday, December 11th at 12:00, and Sunday December 18th at 12:00. If you have any questions, you can contact Shawn Nelson at 484-1214 or 830-391-4038.

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES:  All offertory envelopes will be available at the entrance of the church. Please pick up as soon as possible to clear the entrance of the church as we prepare for the Christmas season.  Please DO NOT use tape or stickers on the envelopes, just moistening the tab seals it good enough. Thank you. 

ATTENTION PARENTS: December's Children's Mass will be on the third Sunday of the month.  Please mark on your calendars to attend Children's Mass on December 18th, at 11:00am.

2012 CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
January 8, 2012-CDA meeting after 1st Mass and JCDA Organizational Meeting at 10:30 a.m.*
March 24, 2012-Style Show-we will decorate the Hall on March 23, 2012
May 19, 2012-CDA Mass for Living and Deceased CDA Members
June 2, 2012 @10:00 a.m. District Officer Installation Mass with Reception to follow in the parish Hall
October 6, 2012-Mass in Observance of CDA Day
November 14, 2012-Mass for Deceased Members with Memorial Service to follow.  
                  *If a JCDA Court is instituted the Mass will be scheduled for March 4, 2012.
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We will have our annual Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 18th.  Students who wish to participate need to arrive at the Faith Formation building at 4:30.  Caroling will begin at 5:00.  We will drive around Poth from 5 – 7pm.  So everybody open your doors, come outside and hear the wonderful voices of our youth!  And Santa might even be with us!

Also need volunteers to help decorate the trailers on Saturday, December 17th.   We will begin decorating at 2:00pm.

NEXT WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION-Retirement Fund for Religious:  A donor to the Retirement Fund for Religious writes, “We thank God for every religious sister who taught us in school, not only our ABCs, but also to love God.” Show your support for the senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests who have made a positive difference in so many lives.  Please Share in the Care and give generously to next week’s second collection. 

THANK YOU! We would like to thank everyone for their prayers on Jerome’s behalf.  Thanks to God and your prayers, nothing short of a miracle has happened.  We were told by the doctors Jerome would not walk.  God has truly blessed us.  Thank you all.  The Jerome Flieller Family. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING, THEY ARE IN NEED OF OUR IMMEDIATE PRAYERS.

LET US PRAY: May the Lord of Love and Mercy send the grace of healing and consolation upon all our sick in the Parish and in our community, especially: Julia Schneider (12/1) Josie Swientek (11/8), Agnes Dugi (11/8), Tommy Chilek (10/5), Nick Mutz (9/26), Stephen DeHoyes (9/23,) Annita Raabe (9/2), Julian Mattes (8/10), Ed Ramey, Elvira Silva (6/2), Jerome Flieller (04/28),  Alvin Sekula (8/17),   Kyle Wiatrek .  May He bless all who are in need of strength. For this, we pray to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer. Please call the rectory to add or remove someone from our list.


.
Let us Pray for those in active duty Military: Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need.  I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen. Josh Grimes, Scott Kotowski, Brian Kotowski, Noah Astolfo,  Matthew R. Zuniga, Sabrina Richardson Bateman, Taylor Stringer, Matthew, Derek, Tiffany, & Brittany Raabe, Alonzo Garcia, Preston Matheaus, Lian Pruski, Gregory Jarzombek, Nancy Chapa, Lucas Trinidad, Willie Fluitt, Payton Pawelek, Timothy Pena, Michael A. Griego,  Tony Garcia, John Jacob Gaona, Frank Rotter, Steven D Felux, Jessica Castillo, Derek Kotara, Scott Lopez, Samuel E. Garcia, Wilfred Chapa, Anthony Rodriguez, Dustin Sieger,  Patrick Soule,  Henry Idar, Zachary Williams,  Pamela Honeycut,  John Daniel Arevalos,  Juan Padilla Jr.,  Russell Moore,  Dale Arnold,  Anthony Blackburn.
A PRAYER FOR RAIN: Almighty God, we are in need of rain.  We realize now, looking up into the clear, blue sky above, what a marvel even the least drop of rain really is.  To think that so much water can fall out of the sky, which now is empty and clear. We place our trust in You.  We are sure that You know our needs, but You want us to ask You anyway, to show You that we know we are dependent on You.  Look on our dry hills and fields, Dear God, And bless them with the living blessing soft rain.  Then the land will rejoice and the rivers will sing Your praises, and the hearts of men will be made glad. AMEN.   
REFLECTIONS:  Throughout human history there have been those who have claimed to know the day and time of the world’s end.  They point to current events and Bible passages that seem to support their conclusions.  Yet, time after time, the appointed day comes and goes and the world continues on.  While this may seem important and interesting, it is nothing more than a distraction.  Jesus was very clear that no one knows the day or hour. Clearly that should not be a concern for us.  Our focus should be on Jesus’ command to love one another.  That is what should consume our attention every day. Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God. –Isaiah 40:1
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

From outer space, the United States must seem peculiarly aglow these nights: we have strung lights on every tree within reach. Sometimes, even tie tacks and earrings twinkle with “microlights.”  Clearly, something is afoot: there is a deep-down yearning for the world to change. Yet, John the Baptist would probably be unplugging most of these lights if he had the chance. In today’s Gospel he turns people away from his baptism of repentance. “Give some evidence that you mean to reform!” he cries. 


What meaning do our holiday lights convey for you? In the deep and dark countryside, a single candle glowing in a window can be seen for miles. It signals welcome and readiness; it is a beacon guiding strangers to the door, a token of a warm hearth, a loving embrace, a sign that those who have placed the candle are awake and waiting. This year, set the timers aside, and each night as you light the candles in your windows, pray: “May Christ find an eager welcome here. May this household be filled with the light of his word.” One candle at a time, our faith community can reclaim the meaning of the lights of Advent hope.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES


Sunday:	              Second Sunday of Advent


Tuesday:	St. Nicholas


Wednesday:	St. Ambrose


Thursday:	The Immaculate Conception of the 


	Blessed Virgin Mary


Friday:	               St. Juan Diego








READINGS FOR THE WEEK


Monday:  Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17-26


Tuesday:  Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12-14


Wednesday:  Is 40:25-31; Mt 11:28-30


Thursday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38


Friday:	Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19


Saturday:  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13


Sunday:	Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54; 


1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28























